Cct ober 1955

VWHAT ABQUT 1955? It would not be difficult to put down a
record of the past year in statistical ternms. This is of
| ess val ue, we think, than asking every nenber of the

church famly to think about what the church has done in
and through him Sonme to whomthis newsletter goes would

have to say “NOTHING'. W still have inactive and absentee
names on our roster. W think the participation of our
menbership is -- shall we say -- better than average. But

t hat shoul d make us unhappy. In the very practical matter
of the stewardship of our noney, the canvass conmttee can
make a clear case that nost of us are well below the |evel
of what we m ght be giving.

Sone others, reflecting on the past year, would feel
that church Iife for them has been haphazard and half-
hearted. It may have been hundrum or even annoyi ng. For
others it has been elevating and chal |l enging. But the
inmportant thing is for each of us to spend at |east ten
m nutes before 1956 to reflect on what the church has neant
this year. Qut of such serious thinking may cone not only
fruitful ideas, but decisions that, if acted upon, my
vitalize individual dedication and the corporate influence
of the whole church for good in the conmmunity and even the
wor | d.
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